EERMAN

to the city nestling at their feet.    On the fourth side
the desert stretches away to Yezd and Isphahan.

Eerman is said to have derived its name from a
Persian word Kerm, meaning a worm, and the legend
connected with it is as follows. The princess who
founded the city was one day walking with her fol-
lowers over the site of the future town, and plucked
an apple from a tree : upon eating it she found to her
disgust and annoyance a worm at its core. As she
threw it away in anger, she declared that the new
city should be called Kerm-an, a worm, Kerman is
certainly a very ancient city : the inhabitants claim
that it was a large town in the time of Solomon.
Whether this is so I do not know. The first time it
is mentioned in history is by Herodotus. Alexander
is said to have marched his army through Kerman on
his way to India, and Cyrus passed that way on his
return from India. Perhaps few places have suffered
more at the hands of invaders than Kerman, It has
been sacked at least six times, and in 1794 the city
was almost entirely destroyed by Agha Mohammed
Khan. The city was bravely defended by the prince-
governor, who was one of the last of the Zend
dynasty; he sustained a long and severe siege, till
two-thirds of his troops had perished from starvation,
and then the city was betrayed treacherously into the
hands of the enemy and its brave defenders obliged
to flee, only to meet with a cruel death some two
years later from the hands of the same oppressor.
This incarnation of cruelty, Agha Mohammed Khan,
gave the city over to the will of his soldiers, who
resembled their leader in cruelty and barbarity.
There was no compassion in his heart, and he would
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